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JAN11 2011 -~ ~ 19 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Hi Angie: 

The letter below to James McKane is in response to his submission to council regarding Sauble septic systems 
which appeared as Schedule "B" item #2 December 15,2010 council agenda. 

I would appreciate if you would put the letter below on the next Schedule "B". 

As the McKane letter is on the January 4 COW agenda for discussion, I have already copied this e-mail to 

Mayor and CounciL 

Thanks, 

Craig 

-------------------------------------------------------------------

3 January, 2010 

To: James McKane 

Copy to: Mayor and Councillors, TSBP 

Re: Your letter re sauble sewers as in TSBP Council December 14/15 2010 agenda schedule B" 

I read with interest your submission to council as included in December 14115 council agenda Schedule "B" 

item 2. 
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While I agree with you that a sensible septic system inspection program is needed for Sauble Beach, I 
completely disagree with your assessment of the situation at Sauble. 

More particularly, I submit that the following explicit and implicit assertions from your letter to council are 
false and do not withstand scrutiny: 

1. "Sauble Beach is a high risk area for another Walkerton Tragedy", 

2. The E. Coli in the 2007 ditch samples was from septic systems, 

3. The 14 September 2007 Grey-Bruce Health letter re septic inspections indicates contamination of wells 
in sauble by septic systems, 

4. High E. Coli in the beach drains as reported by genivar in 2010 is from septic systems. 

5. Info from the 25 October, 2010 Grey-Bruce Health letter re septic inspections and excerpts repolted in 
the 29 October 20 I 0 sun times article demonstrate contamination of wells in sauble by septic systems, 

6. $22,000 to $27,000 per property is not out of line for sewers. 

Below I have provided the facts to correct these falsehoods. 

Falsehood - "Sauble Beach is a high risk area for another Walkerton Tragedy" 

The Sauble beach situation is nothing like the prc 1999 Walkelton situation. A letter to the editor included in 
the December 14115 council agenda Schedule "B" as item 9 explains why Sauble will not be "Walkerton 
again". Raising the spectre of another Walkerton tragedy is nothing less than dishonest fear mongering. 
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Falsehood - The E. Coli in the'2007 ditch samples was from septic systems 

Many have claimed that the contamination in the 2007 ditch samples was from septic systems, but none of those 
making the claim has ever produced any evidence that septic systems even contributed. My letter in the 9 
November council agenda Schedule "B" as item 10 demonstrates that claims of septic system contamination of 
ditches are unfounded. 

Falsehood - The 14 September 2007 Grey-Bruce Health letter re septic inspections indicates 
contamination of wells in sauble by septic systems. 

My letter to grey bruce health included in December 15, 2010 council agenda as Schedule "8" item 23 clarifies 
that the 2007 survey was done only on a small non-representative part of sauble (downtown core) and thus tells 
nothing about the rest of sauble. Also clarified is that the survey data does not demonstrate or indicate that 
septic systems are the cause of adverse water results. 

Falsehood - High E. Coli in the beach drains as reported by genivar in 2010 is from septic systems. 

If you look at the complete set of data on the beach drains it is clear that the high concentrations are rain 
related. The high readings followed a day of heavy rain. The samples that were taken after dry days were much 
lower. This suggests sources of E. Coli. other than septic systems. 

In the original ESR of June 2001, A.K. Anderson reported that less than 10% of the bacterial loading reaching 
Lake Huron at Sauble is from the 2S beach drains, and more than 90% is from the river. About 13 of the beach 
drains surveyed are North of main street. So roughly 5% of the lake loading is from beach drains North of 
main. 
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Falsehood - Info from the 25 October, 2010 Grey-Bruce Health letter re septic inspections and excerpts 
reported in the 29 October 2010 sun times article demonstrate contamination of wells in sauble by septic 
systems, 

The grey bruce 25 October letter is actually drawn from a 15 April, 2008 Grey-Bruce Health letter to TSBP re 
septic inspections. The letter from me to grey bruce health included in December 15 council agenda as Schedule 
"B" item 23 clarifies that the 2007 survey was done only on a smali non-representative part of sauble (the 
downtown core) and thus tells nothing about the rest of sauble. Also clarified is that the survey data does not 
demonstrate that septic systems in the core area are the cause of adverse well water results. 

Falsehood - $22,000 to $27,000 per property is a bargain to save the environment 

$27,000 is low - the cost would be $40,000 OR MORE once connection costs are factored in. But even 
$27,000 is $27,000 too much for those whose septic systems are working fine and not contaminating wells, 
ditches, beach drains, or the lake itself. And even for those few in the non core area whose systems may not be 
up to par $27,000 is ridiculous. Secondly, since most of the loading to the swimming area is from the river, 
which spending $27,000 per household won't change, a $27,000 per household project might seem a bit 
imprudent. 

I wish you well getting a septic inspection program going for Mallory Beach, and I can understand that the 
many false myths of sauble septic systems must have looked like a good opportunity to support your Mallory 
Beach cause. 

But I can assure that trumpeting the falsehoods of sauble can only hurt your credibility and your cause. 

I sincerely suggest that your Mallory Beach cause would be much better served if you stayed focused on 
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I would be happy to discuss Sauble septics falsehood and facts with you at yOill' convenience. 

Best regards, 

Craig Gammie 
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